Introduction
Studies on the mechanism of the interaction between cholera 
Materials and Methods
Thymus cells of 5-week-old mice were chosen for the experiment, because we have shown that CT binds to up to 80% of thymus cells (15) . The effect of the toxin was measured by the increase in intracellular AMP according to Holmgren and Lonnroth (5) . Immediately after harvesting, iO thymus cells were mixed with purified CT (9), at 1 jag/mI, for 10 mm at 4#{176}C. Free toxin was removed by washing ( 1 ) and (2 1 ) in Figure  3A (anti-SA-labeled cells) and Figure   3B (anti-SB-labeled cells). At 10 mm after CT treatment 90% of the total cells were positively stained with anti-SA and 95% (1) SA binding 10 mm after CT treatment.
(2) SA binding 4 hr after CT treatment.
(B) Scatter profile of CT-treated thymus cells labeled with anti-SB. Curve a: Scatten distribution of total cells; curve b: scatter distribution of fluorescein-conjugated cells (rabbit anti-SB and fluoresceinated goat antirabbit immunoglobulin).
(1) SB binding 10 mm after CT treatment.
(2) SB binding 4 hr after CT treatment.
were stained with FITC-conjugated anti-SB ( Figure  4A ). By 4 hr this value had fallen to about 50% ( Figure  4B ). Control cells showed no such fluorescence. Another experiment with FITC-conjugated anti-SA resulted in a similar pattern ( Figure   4C .
The shift of the light-scattering pattern of the saponintreated cells from that of the normal thymus cells ( Figure  3A, curve a) to the predominance ofsmahler cells ( Figure  4B, :! : ;
. ,: :
cell surface ( Figure  2) 
